Approved Minutes of the Clyde Township Board Meeting – September 13, 2006
The regular monthly meeting of the Clyde Township Board was held at theTownship Hall, Wednesday, September 13, 2006.  The meeting was called to order at 7:29 p.m.

Audience:  John Hollander, Mr. & Mrs. Primitivo Jimenez, Don Nagel, Esta Thompson, Glen Alderink, Ryan Looman, Stan Babbitt, Duncan McColl, and Brent VanOss
Pledge of Allegiance.

Roll Call:  Members present – Tom Giles, Bob Larsen, Bernie McLeod, Bernie VanKampen, and Chris McKellips.  All Board Members were present.
A motion made by McLeod, supported by Larsen, that the minutes of the August Board meeting be approved as written.  Motion carried.  
Correspondence:  Lee Coltson sent a list of ordinance enforcement activity for the last two years. Received an invitation to the Allegan County United Way Kick-off Breakfast on 9/19/06 at the Tech Ed Center in Allegan. Received a copy of the minutes for the 8/14/06 Allegan County Planning Commission meeting. Received a Notice of Hearing for Michigan Gas Utilities to be held 9/20/06 regarding the gas cost recovery plan. Township received a letter from George Klein, 1320 49th Street, concerning low-lying tree limbs and trash on the roadside near his farm.  

The Treasurer’s report was read.  A motion made by VanKampen, supported by McLeod, to approve the Treasurer’s report as presented.  Motion carried.  The report is attached and is now part of the official minutes.

Bills were presented.  A motion made by McLeod, supported by VanKampen, that we pay the bills as presented.  Roll Call Vote - - all yea’s.  Motion carried.



Checks 5943-5989
 
Total Disbursements:  $32,391.03
No reports by the Clyde Township Fire Department, Pearl Cemetery Board, or Allegan County Commissioner.

Don Nagel reported that the Fennville Area Ambulance Board will meeting September 14

and he will report next month. Nagel donated a desk to the Transfer Station.

Glen Alderink stated the next Fennville Area Fire Board meeting will be October 10th.
Stan Babbitt, Fennville Area Fire Chief, addressed the Board. Babbitt stated he was told the Clyde Township Board was pressing charges against him for misappropriation of Fennville Area Fire Department funds. Babbitt questioned Supervisor Giles whether this was true. Giles stated he contacted the Clyde Township attorney regarding the issue of purchasing equipment for more than $6000 without prior Fire Board approval. 

Babbitt stated that no money had exchanged hands for the equipment and is afraid this issue is damaging his reputation in the community. Giles stated that the Township was waiting for the fire department audit to see if and when money exchanged hands for the equipment in question. Duncan McColl, Clerk of Fennville Area Fire Department, assured the Board that the invoice for this equipment had not been paid. McColl stated he would not pay the invoice until he received approval from the Fennville Area Fire Board at their October 10th meeting when the fire truck and generator purchase would be discussed.  Brent VanOss stated the equipment in question was purchased at a Federal Surplus sale where non-profit organization gets emails on a regular basis of equipment available to purchase. VanOss stated they went to the sale looking for a $600 self contained generator when they saw the truck that is the main issue of this discussion. Trustee VanKampen asked if the fire department could get prior approval when looking for equipment. McColl noted that past precedent was the Fire Board did not need each municipality prior approval for expenditures as long as the department did not spend over the budget amount approved at the beginning of the fiscal year. The approved budget has over $15,000 in fire equipment and equipment replacement. There was some discussion concerning the wording of the Fennville Area Fire Department by-laws, a need for monthly meetings instead of quarterly meetings, and concern over checks being written for more than $1000 without Board approval. The by-laws may need to be reviewed in the near future. Alderink stated he would still have to bring the purchase to the Clyde Township Board after the October 10th meeting. The Clyde Township Board will meet on October 11th, however, Manlius township will have their meeting on October 9th before the October 10th Fire Board meeting. The check therefore may not be done until sometime in November. Giles thanked Babbitt and the other firemen for coming to the Board and clarifying the facts of the proposed purchase. 
Judge Joe Skocelas addressed the Board and audience on his campaign for re-election of Allegan County District Court Judge. Skocelas stated while serving as the District Court Judge he changed the court scheduling practices. Cases are now scheduled every 15 minutes in the morning and civil trials are in the afternoon. Skocelas stated that underage drinking is about 80% of court cases in Allegan County. He is currently talking to kids in schools and churches trying to prevent so much alcohol abuse. Skocelas would like to start a program to do actual trials in front of students at schools in order to get the point across to students of real consequences for underage drinking.
The letter from George Klein will be forwarded to Bill Nelson at the Allegan County Road Commission for response. 
No further business.  A motion made by VanKampen, supported by McLeod, we adjourn.  Time: 8:20 p.m.








Respectfully submitted,








Chris McKellips,








Clyde Township Clerk

