Approved minutes of the Clyde Township Special Meeting – March 29, 2011.

The special public meeting of the Clyde Township Board was held at the Clyde Township Hall, Tuesday, March 29, 2011.  The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m.

Audience:  Rick McKellips and Glen Alderink

Roll Call:  Members present – Tom Giles, Bob Larsen, Bernie McLeod, Chris McKellips, and Cathy Ptak.  All members present.

A Special Meeting of the Clyde Township Board was held to discuss and resolve Fennville Area Fire Department Personnel Issues; to discuss major concerns and wrong-doings within the FAFD; to accept the resignation of Fire Chief, Lowell Winne; to accept the resignation of Assistant Fire Chief, John Atkins to step down as an officer; to appoint an interim Fire Chief and an interim Assistant Chief.
Supervisor Giles began the meeting informing the Board of a Fire Board meeting that was held at the Manlius Township Hall.  At this meeting a letter was presented listing many concerns with Lowell Winne’s leadership. It was decided to hold simultaneous special board meetings with the City of Fennville, Manlius Township, and Clyde Township to resolve this situation.

 A letter dated, March 24, 2011, written by Fire Board Representative Craig Nelson was presented.  This letter suggests motions for changes in leadership of the Fennville Area Fire Department.  He would like to recommend the appointment of Duncan McColl as interim Fire Chief and Mike Andry as interim Deputy Chief of the Fennville Area Fire Department effective immediately upon the dismissal of Lowell A. Winne Jr. as Fire Chief of the Fennville Area Fire Department.  Prior to today’s meeting, a letter of resignation was submitted by Lowell A. Winne, Jr. 
There was discussion with regard to previous concerns and safety issues within the Fennville Area Fire Department.  Rick McKellips, Clyde Fire Chief stated that his fire fighters were not emotionally involved; they just want to fight fires.  In the past they were not called to Fennville Fires, hopefully, with new officers in place it will be much better in the future.  The transition of officers may be difficult for older firemen but safety and rules must come first.
A motion by McLeod, supported by Larsen, to accept the resignation of Lowell A. Winne, Jr. as Chief (101) of the Fennville Area Fire Department effective immediately, March 29, 2011.  All in favor – all yea’s. Motion carried.
A motion by McKellips, supported by McLeod, to accept the resignation of John Atkins as Assistant Fire Chief (102) with the Fennville Area Fire Department effective April 1, 2011.  All in favor – all yea’s.  Motion carried.
A motion by Ptak, supported by McKellips, to approve the appointment of Duncan McColl as interim Fire Chief (101) of the Fennville Area Fire Department to be effective immediately, March 29, 2011.  All in favor – all yea’s.  Motin carried.

A motion by McLeod, supported by Larsen, to approve the appointment of Mike Andry as interim Deputy Chief (102) of the Fennville Area Fire Department effective April 1, 2011.  All in favor – all yea’s.  Motion carried.

Public Comments:  None

No further business.  A motion by McLeod, supported by Larsen, we adjourn.

Time:  7:50 p.m.






Respectfully submitted,






Cathy Ptak






Clyde Township Clerk

